LAND USE AND ZONING COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

The Land Use and Zoning Committee offers the following first amendment to File No. 2015-786:
(1) On page 1, line 17, after “COMMITTEE” insert “TO AFFIRM THE DECISION OF THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION AND DENY THE APPEAL”; and

(2) On page 2, line 2, strike old Section 1 and insert a new Section 1 to read as follows:

“Section 1.

Adoption of findings and conclusions.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation and Protection), Part 2 (Appellate Procedure), Ordinance Code, the Council has reviewed the record of proceedings regarding an appeal of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission (“JHPC”) on COA 15-606, concerning the request for demolition for a property located at 1634 Ionia Street. The Land use and Zoning Committee of the City Council (“LUZ”) also conducted a de novo hearing regarding the matter on February 2, 2016.  The entire record of proceedings is located in the City Council Legislative Services Division.  A video of the February 2, 2016 proceeding is contained in the on line archives of the City Council.  
The Council has considered the recommended decision of LUZ and based upon the competent, substantial evidence presented and contained in the record.  The Council hereby makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:
The subject property is a vacant home located within the Springfield Historic District.  It has been neglected for some time and damaged by fire on at least one occasion.  The current property owner, who recently purchased the property, engaged the services of a structural engineer, Tamara Baker, with Baker-Klein Engineering, 1334 Walnut Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32206, to determine if the house could be renovated.  
Ms. Baker testified at both the JHPC and the LUZ hearings that the home had received such extensive damage from fire and also through being open to the elements from a large hole in the roof caused by a fire, that the structural integrity of the structural elements and systems of the home had all been compromised.  Ms. Baker determined that the structure was in poor condition, beyond repair, and posed a hazard to human life.  After extensive questioning both the JHPC and LUZ found Ms. Baker’s testimony to be both competent and substantial.
The Historic Preservation Division staff report, which is also recognized as competent, substantial evidence, recommends demolition.

The Council finds that the appellant did not present competent substantial evidence to refute the finding that the building was severely compromised from a structural standpoint. 

The decision of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission on COA-15-606 is affirmed.  The appeal of the decision is denied.  This decision of the City Council shall become effective immediately and is the final action of the City Council.”; and
(4)
On page 1, line 1, amend the introductory sentence to add that the bill was amended as reflected herein.    
Form Approved:

     /s/ Susan C. Grandin_____                
Office of General Counsel
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